ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


for  the 


WHITBY  URBAN  DISTRICT 


for  the  Year  1963. 
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TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
WHITBY  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Members, 

So  far  as  the  completion  of  schemes  of  local  improvement 
are  concerned  this  was  a  quiet  year,  though  active  in  the  field  of 
preparation.  The  Church  Street  Council  Clearance  areas  were 
confirmed  in  July ;  the  Council  bought  60  acres  suitable  for 
housing  as  Mr.  Eatough  notices  in  his  report.  He  also  draws 
attention  to  the  splendid  progress  made  on  the  East  Side  Sewer. 
It  is  hoped  that  this  start  on  bringing  the  town’s  sewers  into  good 
order  will  be  maintained.  A  town  whose  mainstay  is  catering  for 
others  is  exceptionally  vulnerable  to  defects  in  its  basic  services, 
especially  water  and  sewerage,  as  the  outbreak  of  typhoid 
originated  in  Zermatt  clearly  illustrated.  It  is  hoped  that 
everyone  concerned  with  handling  food  will  think  over  the 
question — “  Do  my  methods  allow  any  germs  at  all  unnecessarily 
to  be  passed  to  the  customer  ”  and  “  Do  I,  having  washed  my 
hands,  in  order  to  serve  food,  ensure  that  they  only  come  into 
contact  with  food  and  utensils  to  carry  food,  and  not  into  contact 
with  anything  likely  to  harbour  germs,  including  my  own 
mouth  ?” 


I  am, 

Yours  obediently, 

B.  SCHROEDER, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  LOCAL  AUTHORITY,  1963. 
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STATISTICS  AND  LOCAL  CONDITIONS 
OF  THE  AREA. 


Population — 

Registrar-General’s  Estimate,  mid-1963  .  12,180 

Rateable  Value  at  31st  March,  1964  .  £371,421 


Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate — £1,460. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Live  Births — Legitimate 

.  122 

112 

234 

Illegitimate 

.  3 

8 

11 

Totals  . 

.  125 

120 

245 

Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  . 

20.1 

Corrected  Birth  Rate  per 

1,000  estimated  population  . 

22.1 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population, 

England  and 

Wales  . . 

18.2 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Still  Births — Legitimate 

.  2 

1 

3 

Illegitimate 

.  1 

1 

2 

Totals  ... 

.  3 

2 

5 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000 

total  live  and  still  births  . 

20.0 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births,  England 

and  Wales  . 

17.3 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year — 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  . . 

.  2 

1 

3 

Illegitimate  . 

.  0 

0 

0 

Totals  . 

.  2 

1 

3 

5 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1  year  per  1,000  live  births  ...  12.2 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1  year  per  1,000  live  births, 

England  and  Wales  .  20.9 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  4  weeks  old — 

Male 


Legitimate  .  2 

Illegitimate  . .  0 


Female  Total 

1  3 

0  0 


Totals 


2 


1 


3 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  week  old — 


Male 

Female 

Legitimate  . 

.  2 

1 

Illegitimate  . 

.  0 

0 

Totals  ......... 

.  2 

1 

Total 

3 

0 

3 


Male  Female  Total 

Deaths  .  96  115  211 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  . .  17.3 

Corrected  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  .  12.1 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population,  England  and 

Wales  . .  12.2 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  AT  DIFFERENT  PERIODS  OF  LIFE  DURING  1963— FEMALES. 
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COMMENT  ON  VITAL  STATISTICS. 

There  were  an  excessive  number  of  deaths  from  bronchitis 
this  year  and  it  seems  likely  that  this  was  associated  with  the 
exceptionally  long  spell  of  severe  weather  lasting  throughout  the 
first  three  months  of  the  year. 

WATER  SUPPLIES. 

In  addition  to  frequent  tests  for  free  chlorine,  during  the 
year,  97  water  samples  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examina¬ 
tion,  94  were  satisfactory  and  3  were  unsatisfactory. 

EAST  SIDE  TRUNK  SEWER. 

I  am  indebted  to  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor  for  the 
following  report  on  the  progress  made  on  this  project  which  was 
started  in  1963. 

“  The  East  Side  Trunk  Sewer  from  Larpool  Lane  to  the 
Fish  Pier  is  nearing  completion.  This  sewer  was  chosen  for 
attention  first  because  of  the  urgent  need  to  relay  the  length 
along  the  Harbourside.  It  was  known  that  these  pipes  were  too 
small  to  take  the  flow  from  present  and  future  development  and 
there  was  considerable  leakage  into  the  Harbour. 

The  design  of  the  sewer  entailed  a  careful  forecast  of 
future  development.  This  includes  the  building  of  over  600 
houses,  the  enlargement  of  Eskdale  Hospital  and  the  erection  of 
houses  on  20  acres  of  land  adjoining  Green  Lane. 

Several  problems  arose  which  would  have  been  difficult  to 
solve  without  the  use  of  recently  introduced  techniques.  For 
example,  it  was  essential  to  determine  the  condition  of  the 
existing  sewer  along  Church  Street  and  the  position  of  connec¬ 
tions  to  it.  This  was  achieved  by  the  use  of  closed  circuit  T.V. 
with  a  specially  constructed  camera  for  winching  through  the 
sewer.  A  clear  picture  of  the  condition  of  the  pipes  and  the 
position  of  connections  was  obtained. 

The  difficulty  of  passing  the  pipe  under  the  Lifeboat  Shed 
was  solved  by  the  use  of  the  pipe  jacking  process  known  as 
“  Seerthrust.”  This  is  a  system  of  tunnelling  where  the  pipeline 
is  forced  forward  by  powerful  jacks  as  the  excavation  proceeds. 
There  is,  therefore,  no  upward  thrust  to  cause  disturbance  to  the 
foundations  of  buildings. 

It  proved  necessary  to  leave  sheet  piling  in  along  the  whole 
of  the  section  in  the  Harbour,  as  no  satisfactory  foundation  could 
be  found  at  a  reasonable  depth. 

The  Contractor  is  A.  Monk  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  of  Padgate,  and 
the  contract  sum  £87,400  2s.  6d.” 
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REPORT  OF  THE  PORT  MEDICAL  OFFICER. 

The  Harbour  Master  has  kindly  given  the  following 
particulars  : — 

“  Dredging : 

During  1963  the  following  tonnage  was  removed  from  the 


harbour : — 

From  the  Bar  .  6,750 

From  the  Bar  to  Scotch  Head  .  15,000 

From  Scotch  Head  to  Bridge  .  18,750 

From  Bridge  to  Dock  .  10,650 

From  the  New  Wharf  .  7,500 


Total  .  58,650  tons 


I  regret  to  report  that  although  there  was  30,500  tons  of 
silt  removed  from  the  channel  between  the  Bridge  and  Extensions 
there  is  practically  no  difference  in  the  depth  of  water  today  as 
there  was  a  year  ago,  and  I  am  sure  that  apart  from  a  day  to 
day  change  the  channel  and  bar  are  as  they  have  been  for  years. 

The  present  policy  of  dredging  in  stages  has  proved  very 
expensive  and  is  not  considered  good  dredging.  It  is  far  better 
to  dredge  in  all  five  stages  when  circumstances  permit  rather  than 
to  complete  one  stage  at  a  time. 

During  the  year  under  review  the  “  Esk  ”  was  on  hire  to 
British  Transport  Docks  Board  for  116  days  and  for  this  hire 
the  following  payment  was  received :  — 


£ 

Wages  .  1,731 

Oil  . 212 

Hire  Charge  .  2,288 


£4,231 


Fishing  : 

The  local  fleet  started  1963  with  14  keel  boats  and  9  cobles. 
This  was  2  keel  boats  less  than  1962  as  the  Prosperity  has  been 
sold  to  a  firm  of  Divers  and  the  “  Whitby  Rose  ”  was  working  at 
Bridlington. 

In  spite  of  the  slight  reduction  in  the  fleet  and  the  adverse 
weather  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  the  total  figures  show  an 
increase :  — 

1963  1962 

Cwts.  £  Cwts.  £ 


White  Fish  .  19,143  83,989  16,449  67,951 

Lobsters  .  760|  26,596  928  30,644 

Crabs  .  6,832  ‘  23,695  6,538  23,852 


26,735^  £134.280  23,915  £122,447 
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The  herring  fleet  was  practically  the  same  strength  as  in 
previous  years.  The  ringers  from  Leith  did  not  come  to  Whitby, 
as  the  fishing  was  so  good  at  Seahouses,  but  for  the  first  time 
from  any  years  we  had  four  pairs  of  ringers  from  Ballantrae. 

Unfortunately,  with  the  good  fishing  at  Seahouses  there 
was  not  the  number  of  buyers  on  the  Whitby  market  and  for  a 
long  time  the  Whitby  fleet  worked  to  a  quota,  at  times  being 
as  low  as  15  or  20  crans  per  boat. 


1963  . .  12,382|  crans  value  at  £52,728 

1962  .  3,931^  crans  value  at  £30,558 


Commercial : 


Ships,  1963. 

Ships,  1962. 

Limeships  ...  62  25,400  tons 

61 

26,730  tons 

Timber  .  7  1,020  Stds. 

3 

460  Stds. 

Steel  Scrap  ...  3  773  tons 

Nil 

Vessels  other  than  Locals  and  Herring 

Vessels  using 

the  Port : 

1962. 

1963. 

Yachts  and  Private  Craft  . 

183 

183 

Dutch  Fishing  Vessels  . . 

32 

59 

Polish  Fishing  Vessels  . 

1 

Nil 

German  Fishing  Vessels  . 

7 

46 

Norwegian  Fishing  Vessels  ... 

4 

4 

Belgian  Fishing  Vessels  . 

Nil 

4.” 

NOTIFICATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 
(Other  than  Tuberculosis). 

Infectious  diseases  were  notified  as  follows :  — 


Scarlet  Fever  . 5 

Measles  .  262 

Pneumonia  . 1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  .  3 

Erysipelas  .  1 

Whooping  Cough  .  7 


TUBERCULOSIS,  1963. 

During  the  year  4  cases  (all  males)  of  respiratory 
tuberculosis  were  notified, 


MASS  RADIOGRAPHY  SURVEY— ATTENDANCE  IN  OCCUPATIONAL  GROUPS,  1963. 

Hospital 

Public  Management  Mantoux  Food  and  Quarry 
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HOSPITALS. 

The  Hospitals  in  Whitby  are  administered  by  the  Scar¬ 
borough,  Bridlington,  Malton  and  Whitby  Group  Hospital 
Management  Committee — 

(1)  WAR  MEMORIAL  HOSPITAL. 

A  General  Hospital  with  an  Out-Patient  Department. 

(2)  ST.  HILDA’S  HOSPITAL. 

Specially  equipped  for  the  care  of  the  aged  sick. 

(3)  ESKDALE  HOSPITAL. 

A  General  Hospital  with  a  Maternity  Ward. 

HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION  FOR  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES. 

Scarborough  and  Middlesbrough  Infectious  Diseases 
Hospitals  are  available  for  the  admission  of  cases  requiring 
isolation. 

Special  arrangements  are  made  for  cases  of  Poliomyelitis. 

LOCAL  HEALTH  SERVICES  PROVIDED  IN  THE  AREA 
BY  THE  NORTH  RIDING  COUNTY  COUNCIL. 

Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children. 

The  Child  Welfare  Centre  and  the  Ante-Natal  Clinic  are 
held  at  Grape  Lane,  Whitby,  each  week,  on  Tuesday  and 
Wednesday  afternoons,  respectively. 

Sleights  I.W.C.  at  Sleights  Institute,  is  held  on  the  third 
Monday  of  each  month.  Though  situated  in  the  Rural  District 
area,  mothers  from  the  Briggswath  area  find  it  a  convenient 
centre  to  attend. 

When  required,  patients  attending  these  Clinics  may  be 
referred  to  the  following  special  clinics,  also  held  at  Grape  Lane, 
Whitby :  — 

Orthopaedic  Clinic. 

Artificial  Sunlight  Clinic. 

Eye  Clinic. 

Dental  Clinic. 

Child  Guidance  Clinic. 

Midwifery. 

The  Whitby  Urban  District  is  served  by  one  domicilary 
midwife :  — 

Nurse  W.  Bretherick,  10b,  Well  Close  Square  (Tel.  No. 
Whitby  963). 
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Gas  and  Air  Analgesia  is  available  to  any  patient  who 
desires  it. 

Health  Visiting. 

There  are  two  Health  Visitors  for  this  district,  and  their 
first  duty  is  the  visiting  of  homes  for  the  purpose  of  giving  advice 
as  to  the  care  of  young  children.  It  is  their  duty  to  visit  every 
home  where  there  is  a  child  below  school  age,  so  that  the  mother 
may  be  encouraged  to  discuss  even  the  most  trivial  worry  with 
the  Health  Visitor,  who  may  then  re-assure  her  or  get  her  to  seek 
expert  advice. 

In  addition,  they  visit  and  advise  expectant  or  nursing 
mothers,  persons  suffering  from  illness,  including  tuberculosis, 
and  aged  persons. 

Home  Nursing. 

When  called  for  by  the  family  doctor,  the  District  Nurse 
will  attend  persons  who  require  nursing  in  their  own  homes. 
In  case  of  difficulty  messages  for  district  nurses  can  be  left  at  the 
District  Health  Office,  Grape  Lane,  Whitby  (Tel.  No.  Whitby  520). 

Vaccination  and  Immunisation. 

During  the  year  under  review  the  numbers  dealt  with  in 
the  combined  area,  Whitby  Urban  and  Rural  districts,  were  as 
follows :  — 

Whooping 

Cough 

Smallpox  Immunis- 
Immunisations.  Vaccinations.  ations. 

Primary.  Refresher.  Primary.  Re-Vaccs.  Primary. 


Under  5  years  .  197  2  75  —  113 

5 — 14  years  .  9  39  15  95  1 

Over  15  years  .  0  5  5  10  0 


The  total  number  of  children  immunised  at  any  time  up 
to  31st  December,  1963,  were  as  follows:  — 

Under  5  years  .  737 

5 — 14  years  .  3,266 

At  31st  December,  1963,  6,816  persons  had  received 
protection  again  poliomyelitis  by  vaccine  since  the  inception 
of  the  scheme. 

Since  1958  senior  school  children  have  been  offered 
protection  against  tuberculosis  by  B.C.G.  vaccine,  and  at  the  close 
of  1963,  539  children  had  been  treated  in  that  way. 

Ambulance  Service. 

Two  large  ambulances  and  one  light  ambulance  (utilicon) 
are  housed  in  a  garage  off  Stakesby  Road,  Whitby. 
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Occasionally  W.V.S.  helpers  in  the  Hospital  Car  Service 
have  helped  the  ambulance  service,  and  assistance  has  also  been 
given  by  members  of  the  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade. 

Domestic  Help  Service. 

Helps  are  provided  when  necessary,  and  76  cases  in  the 
Urban  District  received  assistance  during  1963. 

Payment  for  the  service  of  a  domestic  help  depends  on 
income  and  necessary  expenses,  and  varies  from  a  possible  full 
rate  of  4s.  Id.  an  hour  to  a  free  service. 

Mental  Health  Services. 

The  Mental  Health  Services  are  administered  direct  by  the 
County  Council.  The  Duly  Authorised  Officers  for  the  area 
operate  from :  — 

16,  Dean  Road,  Scarborough.  Tel.  No.  Scarborough  5900. 
Welfare  Services. 

The  office  of  the  District  Welfare  Officer,  who  sees  to  the 
welfare  of  old  people,  is  at  Grape  Lane,  Whitby.  Tel.  No. 
Whitby  235. 

Prevention  of  Illness,  Care  and  After-Care. 

An  active  Voluntary  Care  Committee  serves  the  needs  of 
the  area,  its  chief  functions  being  to  provide  extra  nourishment, 
clothing,  bedding,  medical  comforts,  nursing  equipment,  etc.,  and 
to  do  everything  possible  for  the  welfare  of  sick  persons. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Care  Committee,  Mr.  K.  Birdsall,  has 
kindly  prepared  the  following  extract  from  his  Annual  Report :  — 
“  During  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1964,  the  following 
items  of  assistance  have  been  given  : — 

Tuberculosis. 

One  patient  provided  with  clothing  and  footwear 
(additional  clothing  provided  by  arrangement  with  W.V.S.). 

Travelling  expenses  paid  on  6  occasions  to  relative  of 
patient  in  hospital. 

One  patient  received  extra  nourishment  consisting  of  6  jars 
Bovril  and  2  tins  Horlicks. 

Other  Illnesses. 

Two  patients  received  extra  nourishment,  consisting  of 
8  jars  Bovril,  6  packets  Complan  and  3  tins  Horlicks. 

Travelling  expenses  paid  to  relatives  of  4  patients  in 
hospitals  (Cottingham,  Scarborough  and  York) — aggregate  50 
occasions. 

Shoes  provided  for  child  suffering  from  after-effects  of 
poliomyelitis — two  pairs,  odd  sizes. 

Two  incontinent  patients  provided  with  protective  pants 
and  interliners. 
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Equipment  loaned  out : 

Rubber  Sheets  .  42 

Bedpans  and  Urinals  . 58 

Crutches  .  4 

Wheelchairs  . .  14 

Bed  Rests  .  17 

Bed  Cradles  . .  7 

Air  Rings  .  14 

Walking  Aids  .  5 

Commodes  .  5 

Nursing  Hoists  .  5 

Feeding  Cups  .  2 

Bed  Blocks  .  4 

Dunlopillo  Mattresses  .  2 

Meals  Service. 


The  “  Meals  on  Wheels  ”  service  distributed  2352  meals 
during  the  year.  This  service,  ably  organised  and  staffed  by  the 
Women’s  Voluntary  Services,  is  financed  almost  wholly  by  the 
Care  Committee.  In  association  with  County  services  such  as 
home  nursing  and  home  helps  it  enables  many  old  people  to 
remain  at  home  who  would  otherwise  require  hospital  beds. 

Chiropody  Service. 

During  the  year  four  chiropodists  have  taken  part  in  our 
Chiropody  scheme.  One  of  these  decided  to  leave  the  scheme  in 
July,  1963.  Treatment  is  offered  to  the  following  classes  on  the 
recommendation  of  the  family  doctor  : — 

Persons  aged  65  years  and  over. 

Physically  handicapped  persons. 

Persons  with  mental  illness. 

Expectant  mothers. 

419  patients  received  treatment,  compared  with  362  in 
the  previous  year.  A  total  of  2,569  treatments  were  given 
compared  with  2,229  in  the  previous  year.  The  treatments  were 


effected  as  follows  :  — 

At  Chiropodists’  surgeries  .  1982 

At  clinic  sessions  .  506 

At  patients’  homes  . 81 

Harvest  Festival  Produce. 


We  were  very  glad  to  receive  eggs  from  the  Harvest 
Festival  at  Goathland  Church,  and  these  were  distributed  amongst 
elderly  sick  people. 

Gardening. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  an  offer  was  received  from 
F/Lt.  R.  B.  Farren  to  do  gardening  for  old  people.  We  are  very 
grateful  to  him  for  providing  this  useful  service.” 


. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


of  the 

CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 

and 


CLEANSING  SUPERINTENDENT 

1963 


18 


The  Public  Health  Department, 
Council  Offices, 

St.  Hilda’s  Terrace, 
Whitby. 

TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
WHITBY  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  surnbit  for  your  consideration  an  Annual  Report 
concerning  the  work  of  my  Department  during  1963. 

Another  year  has  passed  without  completion  of  the  work 
at  the  Slaughterhouse. 

A  brighter  picture  is  showing  in  regard  to  Housing.  The 
purchase  of  an  Estate  of  60  acres  will,  when  completed,  go  a 
long  way  to  satisfying  the  demand  for  houses.  It  is  hoped  that 
1964  will  see  the  commencement  of  building  on  this  Estate. 

A  brighter  picture  also  presents  itself  in  connection  with 
sewer  reconstruction.  The  magnificent  progress  on  the  East  Side 
sewer  is  worthy  of  comment  and  the  expectation  of  good  progress 
in  preparatory  work  for  Ruswarp  and  Briggswath  scheme  is  very 
pleasing  to  report. 

The  introduction  of  the  Meat  Regulations  in  October, 
replacing  what  had  been  a  guide  with  a  legal  standard  of 
inspection  of  meat,  coupled  with  a  demand  for  100  per  cent, 
inspection,  put  a  great  strain  on  the  Department,  though  the 
position  will  ease  by  the  appointment  of  another  inspector. 

Again  I  am  privileged  to  express  my  thanks  to  all 
Councillors  and  staff  for  the  help  and  advice  given  so  freely,  in 
particular,  I  would  mention  my  own  indoor  and  outdoor  staff 
who  carry  out  a  very  important  service,  sometimes  under  very 
difficult  circumstances. 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Members, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  EATOUGH. 

Public  Health  Inspector. 
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VISITS  AND  INSPECTIONS. 

Food : 

Meat  Inspection  .  872 

Fish  Market  .  49 

Open  Market  .  13 

Unsound  Food  .  23 

Food  Premises  .  251 

Vending  Machines  .  2 

Ice  Cream  Samples  .  49 

Food  Complaints  . 6 

Food  Poisoning  .  5 

Housing : 

Slum  Clearance  . 21 

Improvement  Grants  .  101 

Application  Assessments  .  12 

Rent  Act  .  3 

Miscellaneous  . .  69 

Nuisances  .  153 

Drains  and  Sewers  .  208 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  . 248 

Public  Conveniences  .  31 

Caravan  Sites  .  6 

Rodent  Control  .  60 

Factories  . 11 

Fumigation  and  Disinfestation  .  15 

Infectious  Disease  .  2 

Petroleum  Regulations  .  29 

Smoke  Control  . 13 

Bathing  Pool  . 4 

Miscellaneous  . 215 

During  the  year  35  Evening  Meetings  were  attended, 
occupying  54  hours. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

Domestic  water  supply  to  the  Town  is  distributed  by  the 
Scarborough  Corporation  from  gathering  grounds  situated  in  the 
Whitby  Rural  District  Area.  The  only  water  works  within  the 
Town  are  two  covered  storage  reservoirs  at  Sneaton  Castle. 

The  supply  of  water  has  been  satisfactory  in  quantity 
throughout  the  year. 

The  number  of  dwelling  houses  with  a  piped  supply  direct 
to  the  houses  is  4,067,  which  is  the  total  number  of  dwelling 
houses  in  the  Area.  There  are  no  houses  supplied  from  stand 
pipes,  neither  are  there  any  houses  with  a  private  water  supply. 
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It  became  known  during  the  year  that  there  was  a  proposal 
to  obtain  water  from  the  River  Esk  above  Ruswarp  Dam,  such 
water,  after  adequate  treatment,  was  intended  to  supplement  the 
local  supply. 

Not  being  satisfied  with  the  suitability  of  the  source  of 
water,  objections  were  raised,  the  result  of  which  early  con¬ 
sideration  is  to  be  given  to  sewering  the  surrounding  area  and 
other  necessary  actions  needed  to  completely  eliminate  any 
possibility  of  pollution  of  this  proposed  source  of  supply. 

SEWERS  AND  DRAINS. 

Work  on  the  East  Side  sewer  commenced  towards  the 
latter  end  of  the  year.  Several  novel  features  are  incorporated 
in  the  work. 

The  subject  of  water  extraction  from  the  River  Esk, 
reported  in  the  preceding  section,  brought  out  the  shortcomings 
of  the  sewerage  system  in  Ruswarp  Area.  It  is  pleasing  to  report 
that  preparatory  work  on  sewerage  for  this  Area  will  be  first 
priority  for  1964. 

The  remaining  portion  requiring  attention  now  is  the 
overloading  of  sewers  which  occurs  at  several  points. 

Staff  difficulties  which  beset  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor’s 
Department  at  the  close  of  the  year  might  well  slow  this  urgent 
and  important  work,  and  it  is  hoped  that  every  effort  will  be  made 
to  reduce  any  delays  to  an  absolute  minimum. 

RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

The  report  under  the  section  on  WATER  SUPPLY  in  regard 
to  the  Ruswarp  Area  will  take  care  of  all  possible  sources  of 
pollution  in  that  Area  and  when  attention  is  given  to  overloading 
of  sewers  with  consequent  overflow  and  leakage  into  the  Harbour, 
then  there  will  be  no  pollution  of  the  River  Esk  on  its  passage 
through  the  Urban  Area. 

Fortunately  the  town  is  blessed  with  an  adequate  outfall 
of  sewage  to  the  sea  and  no  evidence  of  pollution  on  the  beach 
can  be  found. 


SHOPS. 

No  action  has  been  necessary  under  the  provision  of  the 
Shops  Act. 

It  is  understood  that  1964  will  see  the  coming  into 
operation  of  some  part  of  the  Shops,  Offices  and  Railway  Premises 
Act,  which  will  bring  standards  of  health  and  safety  into  line 
with  those  enjoyed  by  Factories  to  those  premises  covered  by 
the  Act, 
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CAMPING  SITES. 

Four  licenced  sites  are  available  in  the  Area  which  cater 
for  132  caravans.  On  one  site  there  are  ten  places  reserved  for 
touring  caravans. 

Due  to  unforseen  circumstances  it  was  found  impossible  to 
get  two  of  the  Sites  in  full  compliance  with  the  Regulations,  but 
1964  should  see  this  rectified. 

There  is  still  a  pressing  need  for  more  sites  to  accommo¬ 
date  this  increasingly  popular  form  of  holiday. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

There  are  no  Offensive  Trades  within  the  Area. 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

There  are  no  Common  Lodging  Houses  within  the  Area. 

SWIMMING  POOLS. 

The  facilities  are  still  as  reported  in  1960. 

Again  very  poor  weather  in  the  Summer  prevented  much 
use  being  made  of  the  Outdoor  Pool. 

Weekly  tests  for  effective  chlorination  were  made  with 
satisfactory  results. 

From  inspections  made  it  would  appear  that  the  Pool  is 
adequately  supervised. 

The  Indoor  Swimming  Pool  Association  are  still  making 
every  endeavour  to  raise  sufficient  funds  to  provide  an  indoor 
pool. 

PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES. 

There  is  an  adequate  supply  of  Public  Conveniences  in  the 
town,  in  fact,  it  is  doubtful  if  any  other  town  can  compare. 

The  need  for  facilities  along  the  South  side  of  Church 
Street  will  be  satisfied  early  in  1964,  leaving  only  the  facilities 
in  the  Market  Place  which  require  attention. 

Concern  must  be  expressed  at  the  acts  of  petty  vandalism 
that  take  place  which,  apart  from  their  cost,  are  annoying  to 
users  and  staff  alike. 


FACTORIES. 


There  are  no  large  factories  in  the  District  and  supervision 
is  exercised  over  these  mainly  in  conjunction  with  other  work. 
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SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

The  industrial  smoke  problem  is  virtually  negligible,  but 
domestic  smoke  on  the  infrequent  still  days  causes  quite  a  heavy 
haze  in  the  lower  parts  of  the  town. 

At  the  moment  there  seems  to  be  but  little  improvement 
in  the  supplies  of  smokeless  fuels  and  many  Black  Areas  are 
unable  to  proceed  as  quickly  as  they  wish  with  Smoke  Control 
Areas. 


VERMIN  INFESTATION. 

Again  a  year  has  passed  without  a  complaint  of  Bedbugs. 

Several  premises  were  dealt  with  for  fleas,  but  these  were 
mainly  where  the  occupants  had  become  old  and  unable  to  take 
proper  care  of  their  homes. 

Cockroaches  present  somewhat  of  a  problem  in  older 
premises,  but  as  the  clearance  of  old  buildings  and  houses 
proceeds,  so  should  the  incidence  of  this  insect. 

RODENT  CONTROL. 

This  is  a  very  apt  title  as  there  is  no  doubt  efficient  control 
of  this  pest  has  been  obtained  over  the  past  years  by  the  very 
efficient  part-time  Rodent  Operator  employed  by  the  Council. 
Records  show  that  no  major  infestation  has  been  found  since 
1955  and  there  is  little  doubt  that  the  immediate  and  efficient 
attention  given  to  all  complaints  has  brought  about  this  result. 

The  operator  has  dealt  with  60  complaints  involving  211 

visits. 

Mice  still  present  something  of  a  problem,  due  to  their 

habits. 

HOUSING. 

Two  Compulsory  Purchase  Orders  were  confirmed  during 
the  year  and  the  majority  of  the  tenants  rehoused  by  the  end  of 
the  year. 

The  purchase  of  the  Low  Stakesby  Estate  will  provide  land 
on  which,  with  very  little  preparatory  work,  will  be  eminently 
suitable  for  building  houses. 

With  this  in  mind,  a  start  has  been  made  surveying  and 
inspecting  further  obsolete  houses  for  clearance  in  the  near 
future.  This  is  a  heartening  sign  and  pleasing  to  report, 
particularly  so  when  for  several  years  the  opposite  has  been 
the  case. 

A  startling  change  has  come  over  the  type  of  complaints 
received  of  housing  conditions.  Immediately  after  the  war  the 
complaints  were  mainly  dampness,  overcrowding  and  general 
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disrepair,  whilst  nowadays  the  complaints  are  lack  of  baths,  hot 
water  supplies,  separate  toilets  and  a  garden  in  which  the 
children  can  play.  This  demand  for  improved  living  amenities  is 
highly  commendable  and  the  day  when  refrigerators,  garbage 
grinding  units  and  smokeless  fuel  burning  grates  will  be 
demanded  seems  imminent. 

The  end  of  the  year  saw  239  applicants  for  Council  Houses 
from  residents  within  the  District,  as  well  as  many  more  from 
outside  the  District. 

18  houses  were  completed  by  the  Council  and  51  by  private 
enterprise. 

18  applications  for  Inmprovement  Grants  were  accepted 
and  agreed,  17  Discretionary  and  1  Standard. 

It  is  now  10  years  since  the  first  Grant  was  made  and  a 
total  of  £30,860  has  been  given  which  involved  spending  some 
£70,862  on  143  properties. 

In  addition  to  improving  individual  properties  in  4 
instances,  one  house  has  been  divided  into  two,  in  one  instance 
a  house  has  been  divided  into  three,  in  one  instance  a  block  of 
offices  was  converted  into  four  dwellings,  in  one  instance  two 
extra  dwellings  were  obtained  and  lastly,  a  large  Hotel  was 
converted  into  15  flatlets  and  flats. 

This  is  a  very  creditable  performance.  There  must  be 
many  more  properties  which  are  worth  while  improving,  or 
converting,  but  without  a  complete  survey  this  number  must 
remain  unknown. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL. 

* 

Regular  collection  schedules  were  maintained  for  the 
major  part  of  the  year,  the  greatest  difficulty  being  during  the 
intense  cold  weather  and  snow  during  the  early  months.  Again 
due  praise  must  be  accorded  to  the  Refuse  Collectors  who 
struggled  on  to  provide  a  service  when  so  many  other  services 
faltered  or  failed  during  this  severe  spell  of  weather. 

Recruitment  of  suitable  staff  is  an  ever  present  problem 
in  this  service,  mainly  due  to  the  inadequate  rewards  for  such  an 
arduous  and  unpleasant  task. 

Each  year  comment  seems  necessary  on  the  increasing 
bulk  of  Household  Refuse,  how  long  the  Refuse  Disposal  Plant 
will  be  able  to  cope  is  a  matter  of  conjecture.  As  mentioned  in 
previous  reports,  new  thinking  is  required  on  the  Collection  and 
Disposal  of  household  waste  and  everyone  concerned  with  this 
work  is  anxiously  looking  forward  to  the  Report  of  the  Working 
Party  set  up  to  deal  with  this  problem. 

A  total  of  3,339  loads  of  refuse  was  dealt  with  at  the  Plant, 
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2,720  brought  in  by  our  own  vehicles,  257  by  private  persons,  21 
by  the  Rural  District  Council  and  341  by  local  tradespeople. 

In  addition  to  this,  867  loads  of  paper  direct  from 
business  premises  were  collected  in  an  endeavour  to  reduce  bulk 
and  premature  filling  of  Refuse  Vehicles. 

SALVAGE. 

Tons  Cwts.  Qrs.  £  s.  d. 


Screenings  .  326  0  0  59  17  9 

Cinders  .  38  17  0  39  9  6 

Clinkers  . .  324  0  0  60  5  3 

Paper  .  149  1  1  1,050  7  0 

Baled  Tins  .  177  4  3  911  10  5 

N.F.  Metals  .  1  3  3  H  st.  39  14  6 

Scrap  Metal  . 21  9  0  41  2  6 

Bones  .  3  12  3  \\  st.  15  6  9 

Textiles  .  18  3  \\  st.  12  8  8 

Bottles  and  Jars  .  210^  dozen  11  5  6 

Miscellaneous  .  15  5 

£2,242  13  3 


MEAT  INSPECTION. 

A  further  increase  in  the  numbers  of  animals  slaughtered 
and  inspected  is  reported  30,081  against  28,075. 

Unfortunately  it  has  not  been  possible  to  complete  the 
second  stage  of  alterations  and  improvements  to  the  Abattoir, 
but  it  is  hoped  that  1964  will  see  this  work  carried  out. 

All  animals  slaughtered  were  inspected,  but  this  was  only 
achieved  by  resorting  to  overtime. 

872  visits  were  made  to  the  Abattoir  for  the  purpose  of 
inspecting  meat  and  this  figure  includes  281  evenings,  44 
Saturdays,  48  Sundays  and  6  Public  Holidays,  making  a  total  of 
395  hours  overtime. 

The  Meat  Inspection  Regulations  became  operative  on 
October  1st  and  every  endeavour  was  made  to  comply  with  these 
Regulations.  It  will  not  be  possible  to  do  this  until  a  third 
inspector  is  appointed,  which  will  occur  early  in  1964. 

29,518  lbs.  of  meat  were  rejected  as  unfit  for  human 
consumption  and  2,820  lbs.  of  this  amount  was  tubercular. 

An  analysis  of  this  figure  shows  that  only  129  lbs.  of  tubercular 
meat  was  from  bovine  animals  and  affected  only  6  animals,  the 
remainder  being  from  pigs  involving  164  animals.  In  only  2  pigs 
was  the  tubercular  lesion  found  in  any  other  place  than  the 
sub-maxillary  glands  of  the  head. 

Again  a  large  proportion  of  the  meat  rejected  was  from 
“  Casualty  ”  animals,  which  is  to  be  expected  in  an  area  mainly 
agricultural. 
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CARCASES  AND  OFFAL  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED 

IN  WHOLE  OR  IN  PART. 


Cattle 


excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and  Lambs  Pigs  Horses 

No.  Killed  . 

3,936 

735 

447 

15,227 

9,736 

- 

No.  Inspected  . 

3,936 

735 

447 

15,227 

9,736 

— 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  and 
Cysticerci : 

Whole  Carcases  Con¬ 
demned  . 

5 

14 

11 

14 

13 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 

was  condemned 

545 

172 

12 

133 

1,270 

Percentage  of  the  No. 
inspected  affected 
with  diseases  other 
than  Tuberculosis 

or  Cysticerci  . 

14.923 

25.306 

5.145 

0.964 

13.178 

Tuberculosis  only : 

Whole  carcases  con¬ 
demned  . 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 

was  condemned  . 

2 

4 

- 

169 

— 

Percentage  of  the  No. 
inspected  affected 
with  Tuberculosis  .. 

.  0.051 

0.544 

. 

_ _ 

1.736 

Cysticercosis : 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 

was  condemned  . 
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3 

Carcases  submitted 
to  treatment  by 
refrigeration  . 

degenerate  degenerate 

9  —  — 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned  . 

•  ♦ 

_ 

t 

, 

i 

26 


OTHER  FOODS. 

The  hygienic  supervision  of  food  premises  is  one  of  great 
importance  and  only  by  constant  visits  is  it  possible  to  maintain 
a  standard.  During  the  holiday  season  food  handling  hygiene 
tends  to  deteriorate  as  businesses  become  busier  and  the  task  of 
inspection  is  much  more  difficult. 

The  increasing  confidence  food  vendors  put  in  the 
Department  is  a  very  pleasing  feature  and  the  requests  for  advice 
continue  to  rise. 

It  becomes  more  apparent  that  the  need  for  education  in 
elementary  hygiene  is  pressing. 

The  following  table  lists  food  premises  in  their  various 
categories,  but  excludes  hotels  and  boarding  houses. 

1.  Cafes  and  Snack  Bars  . 24 

2.  Cafes/Confectioners’  Shops  .  2 

3.  Cafes/Confectioners’  shops-Bakehouses  .  1 

4.  Bakehouses  .  1 

5.  Bakehouses/Confectioners’  Shops  .  5 

6.  Confectioners’  Shops  .  3 

7.  Fish  and  Chip  Shops  .  6 

8.  Fish  and  Chip  Shops/Cafes  .  7 

9.  Butchers’  Shops  .  16 

10.  Greengrocers’  Shops  .  13 

11.  Grocers  and  General  Mixed  Shops  .  48 

12.  Grocers/Dairies  .  I 

13.  Kipper  Curing  .  2 

14.  Preparing  of  Shell  Fish  .  2 

15.  Manufacture  of  Ice  Cream  .  3 

16.  Manufacture  of  Mineral  Waters  .  1 

17.  Sweet  Shops  .  28 

18.  Wet  Fish  Shops  .  4 

19.  Flour  Milling  .  1 

20.  Dairies  .  1 

21.  School  and  Hospital  Kitchens  .  9 

22.  Off-Licence  Shops  .  3 

ICE  CREAM. 

Again  the  increasing  sales  of  “  soft  ”  ice  cream  is  noted 
and  it  cannot  be  too  strongly  emphasised  the  need  to  take 

scrupulous  care  in  cleaning  and  sterilizing  the  manufacturing 
equipment. 

62  samples  of  ice  cream  were  taken  during  the  year  with 
reasonably  satisfactory  results, 
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UNSOUND  FOOD. 

During  the  year  the  following  items  of  food  were 
surrendered  and  disposed  of  as  unfit  for  human  consumption :  — 

Canned  Meat  .  131  cans 

Canned  Milk  .  15  cans 

Canned  Fish  .  19  cans 

Canned  Fruit  .  235  cans 

Canned  Vegetables  .  98  cans 

Miscellaneous  .  14  cans 

MISCELLANEOUS  ITEMS. 

27  packets  Cereals. 

1  jar  Mustard. 

1  packet  Instant  Whip. 

1  packet  Soup. 

7  jars  Pickles. 

2  bottles  Squash. 

1  bottle  Coffee. 

308  lbs.  Apples. 

1  stone  Cured  Cod  Fish. 

39  Fowls. 

2  lbs.  Preserves. 

1  packet  Cake  Mix. 

269  lbs.  Meat. 


. 


. 


